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WORLD WATER DAY 

Statement 
HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: This evening I rise on this auspicious occasion. As 
members probably know, today is World Water Day and I would like to make some comments about World 
Water Day—as Hon Michael Mischin raises his glass of water! 

Today, 22 March, is World Water Day and this afternoon, prior to the house sitting, I was delighted to 
accompany the Minister for Water, Hon Bill Marmion, on a visit to the home of Lee and Kevin Richmond in 
Leederville, which is in my electorate. They have a fabulous house in Leederville that they have retrofitted to 
utilise greywater. It is a really lovely house with a great garden that is thriving. It was quite hot today, but we 
noticed that their plants were looking particularly healthy. Lee and Kevin use scheme water on their garden on 
their two allocated days of the week and for the rest of the week they use greywater. 

As members may know, Perth has one of the highest levels of household use of scheme drinking water in 
Australia. Anything that we can do to address this issue, the better off we will be. In the Perth region, it is 
estimated that around half the average household water use does not need to be of drinking water quality and 
could be substituted with a non-potable water source. Such options include greywater re-use, rainwater tanks and 
garden bores in suitable areas. As members will know, greywater refers to water from showers, baths and 
handbasins—it does not include toilet waste because that is black water—and from laundries and kitchens, 
which is usually not recycled due to the high levels of organic materials, such as oils and fats, found in our 
kitchen sinks and dishwashers. 

In 2008–09, the average per person scheme water use was 106 kilolitres; that is, 56 kilolitres in the house, 
46 kilolitres outdoors and four kilolitres in leaks, which equates to approximately 35 kilolitres of greywater 
production per person per year. Greywater can easily be used in gardens or plumbed back into the home for use 
in toilets and laundries after appropriate treatment. We can all do simple things to re-use greywater, such as 
placing a bucket in the shower and using the water on the garden after finishing our shower—and having 
dressed! Negative effects on the garden can be minimised by firstly using the greywater-friendly soaps and 
detergents that are readily available in supermarkets and by secondly supplementing greywater irrigation with 
bore or scheme water. A third option is a diversion system that involves storing greywater that has been filtered, 
which I understand is the system used by Mr and Mrs Richmond in Leederville.  

There are some risks with greywater as it can contain a high number of nutrients and pathogens. However, 
professional standards and accredited systems explain the risks associated with its use of which users need to be 
aware. Untreated greywater cannot be stored for longer than 24 hours and must be used by subsurface irrigation 
only; it should not be used on fruit, vegetables and herbs. It is worth considering that areas that have been 
irrigated with untreated greywater should remain inaccessible to children and pets. On the other hand, greywater 
treated through biological or chemical systems can be used more widely and plumbed back into homes and the 
treated greywater can be stored for longer periods. The National Rainwater and Greywater Initiative offers 
households rebates of up to $500 for new rainwater or greywater systems, which must be plumbed into the house 
and installed by a plumber. 

The dams in Perth overall are 25 per cent full, which is 92 billion litres fewer than at the same time last year. 
Last year they were sitting at 38 per cent, although that was the highest for some time, given the extraordinary 
rains that we experienced last year. I am happy to say that the Target 60 campaign that this government has been 
running is aimed at saving 13 billion litres of water through summer if everybody saves 60 litres a day. We have 
all seen the advertising campaign about saving buckets of water a day. We have now saved more than 16 billion 
litres. Target 60 was actually reached on 20 February. It is a great effort by the community, and obviously the 
advertising that the government does to educate people about how we can use our precious water in a more 
economical and wise way is starting to get through to people. The minister is obviously very pleased that we 
reached that target, and again very pleased that today on World Water Day we were able to visit such a great 
example of what can be done with greywater. Again, to Lee and Kevin Richmond we say congratulations for 
what they are doing for their part. Certainly, the fruit and vegetables in their garden were looking particularly 
healthy. 

With those words, I remind members that it is World Water Day today and that we need to conserve our water 
for generations to come by all of us doing our bit where we can. 
 


